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fronr thc caution.,y lale Collilocks a*lttuThu 1]n6, sone porridse is too hot, some porrid{tc is

too cold, and some porridge is just righi The same goes for homc thcatcr sprcc+vrmc nre too big, sorne are too small,

and somc arc pcrfcct ln the case of Ray Soners'home (hea(er space in his second home in Newport tseach, Califofnia, it

was definitely a little on the compact side. In fact, the home irs€lf is not that large, \^/hich makes thc cfhcicnt usc of spacc

a necessiry to create a comfoftable living environnrcnt. Havin{t acconplished rhis goal throughout the modern, blrt warm,

home, accented vith earth toncs, cuwcs, dryvall, and stalnless steel, Somerc wanred to €xtend that same ilhrsion of spa-

ciousncss to a homc theater that wns ye( (o be created.

Somers'beach housc had a han5itkrn hallway betrveen the downstairs garage, a guest bedroom, and a patio area that

sccmcd likc a wastc of spacc 'To ne, whar is interesting about the horne theater is that iti built in a spacc that wasnt a

room originally," says Anthony Crinani ol Perlormance Media lndustries (Pl\41), the acoustician working on Somers' the

ater. "lt was built like a room, ln between other rooms, but scrucd no prnpose except to get lrom one room to the next "



The hallway status of the space had to be chanced by addressing the four entEnces to the room: the patiok
sliding-gla$ door, the gangc doorentrance, the door to the glest b€droom, and rhe sraivell descending kom the
upper level. hckily, Somen had alreadv closed off the patio door by building custom cabinetry in front of it in
which to store equipment+ unique solution that Aave Mark Ontiveros of Audio Imases, rhe prcject manager and
A,4/ contractor on Somer' home theater, access to the sear! back panels liorn outsid€ of the house. trckily, some
wirinswas installed in the rcom when the home was buih, but electrician Jim KauKh camc in and insralled proper
high voltagewiring to powe.the equipnent, alongwith the nece$ary widng to support lhe lighting systems.

Ontiveros, with alitdegoading, got Soners to asree on an automated sliding door to shut offrhestairwell. The
custom door, executed by AIU Fabrication liom Orange, California, and Audio Imases'Joe Cuercio, rides on its
own pistonsand dcappeaB into thewall,leaving no trace of its exisrence. As gue(s descend into the theater from
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the upper level, motlon dctcctoB sense rheirapproach, and the sliding door retracts automarically. The doorcan
be preset by the Crcstron controlsysted to stay opcn or closed ilseveral guests are acccsi.g the rheater In case
oi a powc. failure in thc home, Lhe doorhas a built in clutch mechanisn, which allows the door ro be disensased
hom the notorand movcd nranually. On one side, the door c stainle$ sreelro so with rhc staituelli on rhe othet
iti covered with the sanre labric as rhe walk, makins it rruly stcahh while soundproofing thc thcaterand isolating
it hom the rest ol the homc lt n a mode.n touch rhat rtally auns people every timc rhcy see ir," says Somers.

The door to the guest bedmon is completcly hidden with the same matchilg fabric as rhe rest of rhe walk. In
fact, ifyou didn'tknow it was the.e you'd ncvosue$ therewas a bedroom hidingbehind rhe theater!wall. Ontivercs
was also able to persuade Sofre6 to block off the doo^vay to the garacc, which he.overed with an acoustic watl

Now that the doocwere properly conccaled, Ontiveros and Crimaniwcre left wirh an odd-shaped roorn One
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of the walk was cuwed, which can be an assetora liability when it come! to home theat€r design. 'A con-
cave cuNe falk inward, which means that sound willbit that curve andbounce back into th€ room, becom
ingconcent.at€d at points, and causing sound reflections and different sound at different seats in the rcom,"
says Crimani. 'rylith a convex curye, which i! angl€d outwards, sound bounces ofi of it and dispeBes in all
directions, which is desirable sonically" Luckil, the wall in question followed the shape of a corvex owe,
making acoustics that much easier to perfect.

The room, approximately 19 feet lonA and I I feet wide to begin with, was lined with a stretch fabric
wall system. Hidden by the fabric wall system are the speake.s and acoustic treatments, which consist of
a combination of absorption, diftusion, and bass-trappins devices. For absorption, Crimani used 2 inch,
thick Fiberglas panels on I 5 -inch funing strips, a construction that extends the frequency range of absorp-
tion to at least 300H2. Dilfuses help to add to the rooms sense ofsonic spaciousnees, which is very inpor-
tant in a roon this small. Bass traps control bas rcsoDance, which can be problematic in a snall space. Of
course, you dont see any of these treatments, thanks to Modern lnteriors, who installed a Nova Vallsyr
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tem using a dark-toned Cuildford of Maine fabric chosen by int€rior desisner Resina Alvarez. After these

treatments were iflstalled, the visible size of the room was even smaller at l6 feet, l0 inches longby 9 feet,

9 inches wide.
The next challenge was making seven seats fft in the compact spac€. 'You can alMys put seats in a

room what matter. is to aranae them at locations that yield optimal acoustics and vid€o," sar{ Cnmani.

"But by having proper acoustlc treatments, we had more latitude in searpositioning because sound was

€ven throushout the room." Lance Richard of Audio Images installed one 6-inch risr and seven motonzed

Marbella leather wrapped Acoustic lnnovaiions chaiB. The lront row of seats automatically recli.e when

the system is activated, so that the viewers in the back row (the best seats in th€ house) ar€ in unobstructed

eanhot of the 'p"aken
The video installation was som€what painless. Somers already owned a 61-inch NEC plasma that he
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wanted to use in the home rh€arer Beira as the spdLe
wa<l'mired. rhe Dla(ma worked ourwell RobLcour
one of Audio Imases'lead technicians, did a fantas-
ticjob settins all of the d / components install€4
includins the 6t-inch monster Nicholas Creico, Jo€
Kane! (founder of ISF) nsht-hand man calibrated the
plasma to video perfecrion utilizinsa PhotoResearch
SpectraRadiometer analyzer The NEC looks so sood
nov it! the onlyry in the housel

The audio, however, was relarivelysticky. Somers
knew he wanted Triad Silver monitoB for audio
duties, which, accordinA ro Ontivercs, "\rerc the
exact speakes to do the job." The speakere all nao
to be hidd€n in cabinetry, which can sive speakeG
a "cupped hands" effect. To avoid this, Crimani and
Lacour built the speakes into a bame system wimrn
the cabinet. They treated the baffle faces and the
cavity behind th€ baffles with absorptive Fiberslas,
then perforated the cabinets wood so that the
(pedker could bredrhe.  81 doins rhr  rhey e ln, -
nated the cabinet resonance, but sirnultaneously
boosted the bass o{ the speaker, which at 66t was
too boomy. Crimani corrected rhe boominess with
a tully digital equalizer

"lfyou take the speaker on iG own, it has smooth
soun4 put it in the cabiDet, the soundis roush; when
you baf0e the cabinet, it's no longer rcugh, but bass
hea\y," sa,s Crimani "So when you apply an EQ to
the system, you get smooth sound again." Because the
bamed speakec automatically got a boost in bass
energy, Cnmanitook out some ofthe bass going to
the speaker throush equalizarion, so the speaker has
to work l€ss to prcduc€ high volumes. Therefore, yuu
increase the efliciency of the speaker and it doesnt
have to stGin to produce low frequenci€s. 'The 200-
watt per channel amplifier is on vacation, drinkins d
pina colada," says Crimani. 'The response cuwes

plainly showhowmuch emciency we gained with the addtion ofbaffl€s. It! way worth ifl,,Ontiveros cals
the sound'very accurate, tight, exciting, and easy to lkren to-never fatiguing."

The same care that went into crearirg rh€ theater was ako taken in settinA rhe mood for the rest of lhe
hom€. Crestron control systens prc$ammed by RollingThunde. Software are integEted in rhe thearer
and on the main floor ol the house, automarins the theate'/s audio/video, as we as rh€ whote-house mqsrc
and lishting-control s,stems. To contrcl rhe ambience and sei the mood of both rhe home and home
theater, a Vantase Radiolink lightina conrrolsystem was specifiedand programmed by Neit Splonskowski,
of Splonskowski LishtinsDesisn, and a Lutrcn Crafik Ey€ was installed in the theater Dimmins sv$cms
and Bruck Lishtins fxtlr€s, courtesy of el€ctrician J im Kausch, <omptete rhe hehtine de'cn. I carerulrv
cnfted multiroom/muhisource Crestron audio system rhat uses B&\X/ inwalls, an Escienr Fireballmunc sy!
tem, and Crestrcn TPS 2000L in wall touchpan€ls makes Somers, love of music and entertainins apparenr.
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Try as it may, the lancy music system uprtai6 doesnt coax visitors out of the theater "ltl funny,'says
Some6, "you don't drive all rhe way to the beach just ro watch movies; you want to get out and do stuff
Now, rvhen lhavefriends to the house, theydontva.t to leave Lhe theater! Like Somers !ays, On tiveros,
along with Crimani a.d the rest of then Lean!, Look what Soners had-a.ice carwith no engi.e-and

sot itrunning like a Ferrari And they did it in a way that made the snrall theater feelcozy, notcranrped
spacious not stiflins. Atter all was said and done, the home theater turned out to be just right. Luckrly,
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